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The Encyclopedia 
of Amertcan 
Religions by J. Gordon Melton 
The Encyclopedia of American Religions is a comprehensive survey of religious sects and denominations in 
the United States today. It is the first reference work to bring together detailed information on all American 
religions, from the major institutional churches to the lesser known cults. 
Author J. Gordon Melton spent nearly sixteen years researching and writing the Encyclopedia. He 
carefully gathered material on the I ,200 religions practiced in the United States. His thoroughly researched 
and elaborately detailed study is destined to become the standard reference work in its field. 
"An unbelievable compendium . . . The Encyclopedia 
takes a rigorously objective approach, offering no judg-
ments of creed ... The work is a unique reference." 
-TIME MAGAZINE 
"Surely, this work will take its place as a highly authorita-
tive reference on the shelves of libraries, colleges, schools 
and other centers of learning . .. An outstanding 
achievement." · 
-NATIONAL CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
UNITED STATES CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 
"Stunning ... Melton's work far surpasses anything yet 
produced and Is an Indispensable guide to the confused 
landscape of American religions." 
-CHOICE 
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Two volumes- $135.00 
ISBN: 0-8434-0643-7 
A Consortium Book from McGrath Publishing Company 
Post Office Box 900 I Wilmington, North Carolina 28402 
EXCELLENCE IN 
SCHOOL MEDIA 
PROGRAMS 
Essays Honoring 
Elizabeth T. Fast 
Thomas}. Galvin, 
Margaret Mary Kimmel, 
and Brenda White, 
editors 
Betty Fast, librarian and educator, was a model of the best in librarian-
ship to those who knew her. She was deeply involved in ALA activities, 
in library development, and in writing, and her diverse career and in-
terests until her untimely death in 1977 are reflected in this collection 
of essays by nineteen of her friends and colleagues. Also included ·are 
many of her own pieces and a bibliography of her work. The .essays 
address the problems of school media center librarianship that the 
profession must solve to retain its dynamism. The emphasis is on the 
dynamic aspects of school librarianship that go well beyond the · first 
principles. 
The thematic arrangement of the book provides the reader with a 
perspective on four elements of the school media center: the audience 
(the child); the center itself; the community setting in which it exists; 
and the future direction and development of school media services. The 
points of view will provoke thoughtful argument as well as agreement, 
and will enlighten as well as perplex. Betty Fast knew the value of dis-
sent and urged colleagues to explore and challenge the status quo. 
This living memorial to a distinguished American librarian should 
become a text in all continuing education programs that explore the 
changing context of media librarianship. 
238 p. Cloth ISBN 0-08389-3239-8 (1980) $12.50 
Order Department, 
American Library Association 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, Ill. 60611 
Now Available 
Access to Five Centuries of the Printing Arts 
THE HISTORY OF PRINTING 
FROM ITS BEGINNINGS TO 1930: 
The Subject Catalogue of the American Type Founders Company Library 
In the Columbia University Libraries 
"This catalogue is obligatory for research in the history of printing. In no other 
book can one find such a myriad of references to rare, if not unique, printed items 
as well as unpublished documents, business records, and memorabilia about 
printers. It will be welcomed by scholars on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean." 
-Rollo G. Silver, _ 
Recognized specialist and authority in the field of printing arts 
" ... a volume every research library will need." 
-Matthew J. Bruccoli, 
Jeffries Professor of English, University of South Carolina 
"The comprehensiveness of the amazing collection, reflecting as it does, the cul-
tural, intellectual, social, economic and political impact of printing on the mind of 
man, is matched by few libraries in the western world; and the publication of this 
catalogue, by making accessible its resources, will facilitate the study of this most 
notable achievement of man's mind." 
-William E. Fredeman, 
Professor of English, University of British Columbia 
This work is a photo-offset reproduction 
of the nearly 45,000 cards in the American 
Type Founders Company Library cata-
logue, the catalogue of a unique collection 
called by the NEW YORK TIMES " the 
largest and most complete in this country 
and probably in the world." It provides ac-
cess to the 16,600 fascinating items that 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. LIBRARIES. 
comprise the collection. 
The History of Printing will prove to 
be an invaluable reference tool for students 
of the printing arts, those researching the 
history of books, and scholars curious 
about the development of written language 
and the dissemination of information and 
its effect on world events. 
THE HISTORY OF PRINTING FROM ITS BEGINNINGS TO 1930: THE SUBJECT 
CATALOGUE OF THE AMERICAN TYPE FOUNDERS COMPANY LIBRARY IN THE 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES. 
With an introduction by Kenneth A. Lohf, Librarian for Rare Books and Manuscripts, 
Columbia University. 
4 vols. Millwood, N.Y., 1980. 
LC 80-13377 
ISBN 0-527-18763-1 cloth $295.00 
KRAUS INTERNATIONAL PUBLICATIONS 
Route 100, Millwood, N.Y. 10546 
(914) 762-2200 
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